
 

 

        I hope 2022 finds 
all of you in good health 
and embodies the resur-
gence of fair and trans-

parent markets for the produce of your 
toil. 

2021, in the rearview mirror, was 
probably the year of greatest directional 
change for our country including agricul-
ture.  With the change of administration 
in Washington there has been the long-
awaited recognition of giant packer/ re-
tailer oppression against fair markets for 
independent agriculture producers. The 
Biden Administration plan for returning 
transparent competition to the cattle 
industry includes restoring competitive 
marketing, enforcing competition rules 
and expansion of processing infrastruc-
ture. 

It is this construction of independ-
ent processing plants that OCM Found-
ing member, Fred Stokes, believes is the 
most important tool in the toolbox for 
creation of more independent market 
choices for local producers. In a July 
Press Release, USDA Secretary Vilsack 
announced a $500 Million program to 
expand meat processing.  Mr. Stokes 
said, “I see this as perhaps our best 
chance ever to bring about competition 
in cattle markets!”  OCM Executive 

reetings American Inde-
pendent Farmers and 
Ranchers,  

Director Mike Eby and Fred are leading 
the charge creating an OCM pilot re-
source for independent pasture to plate 
beef marketing.  From founding an organ-
ization fighting for competitive markets to 
fighting corporate giants in the packing 
industry through creating more independ-
ent processing choices for independent 
family producers, OCM and the cattle 
industry are fortunate to have Fred Stokes 
leading the charge.   Fred and Mike Eby, 
a former dairy producer who has person-
ally witnessed the woes of industry vertical 
integration, are perpetuating the OCM 
mission for fair and transparent agricultur-
al markets through packing, processing, 
and retail infrastructure expansion.  

Along with the Biden administration 
plan for restoring competitive markets, 
many Congressional leaders have intro-
duced legislation safeguarding producer’s 
rights to differentiate their produce 
against foreign imports.  The American 
Beef Labeling Act (S.2716) introduced by 
Senator John Thune requires the United 
States Trade Representative, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Agriculture, to 
instate a means of reinstating mandatory 
country of origin labeling for beef in com-
pliance with all applicable rules of the 
World Trade Organization.  Country of 
origin labeling (COOL) was law prior to 
2016 and was instrumental in supporting 
U.S. beef against foreign captive supplies 
through consumer preferences.  OCM 
supports S.2716 and I encourage all pro-
ducers and consumers alike to call your 
Congressional representatives and request 
they sign on, so Americans know what 
they are eating. 

Currently, our nation’s leaders are 
taking notice that efficiencies of large cor-
porate food production do not guarantee 
food security for consumer  

I N S I D E  

consumption.  Now is the time for all pro-
ducers to voice support for the programs 
and legislation which will prevent further 
industry vertical integration and rebuild 
independent family agriculture. 

OCM works daily to support inde-
pendent family agriculture and we invite 
you to join our mission of fair and competi-
tive markets by which farm and ranch fami-
lies and their rural communities can flour-
ish.  Please invite your neighbors to check 
us out on Facebook or 
https://competitivemarkets.com. 
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