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Autumn has left the stage in the
northern climes of our Republic.
Those of us still mired in a severe
drought “somewhat” envy the re-
cent snowfall in upstate New York.
Thanksgiving has been celebrated
and we have much to be thankful
for. The Christmas season is upon
us and all its merrymaking.

We reflect on the year just fin-
ished and look to the coming year
with much optimism. The new Con-
gress will be getting to work in the
New Year. Of great importance to
anyone who eats is the pending
Farm Bill of 2023, The new Farm
Bill, as have all its predecessors,
effects food production. Clearly, we
all agree the availability of whole-
some affordable food is essential.
Competition in a free-enterprise
system ensures that principal.

True competition has been de-
stroyed by the consolidation which
the regulators have allowed, pro-
ducing four (4) meat packers who
control 85% of all meat packed. This
chokehold has caused severe con-
traction at critical steps of the sup-
ply chain. For example, since 1988,
there have been more than 82,964
small to medium sized family-
owned feedlots that have gone out
of business.

This reduces proportionately
the competition for producers’ cat-
tle at sale barns. This decreased
competition resulted in depressed
prices for producers while consum-
ers face record high prices at the
supermarket. The shortages which
appeared during the COVID 19 ca-
tastrophe, highlighted the dangers
inherent in the existing concentrat-
ed system. It has long been known
that the more local production can
be to the consumer, the better.
Small regional independent sys-
tems across the country would be
much less vulnerable to disruption,
thus, shoring up food security and
National security.

In that vein OCM is endeavor-
ing to facilitate the establishment of
independent meat processing sys-
tems across the nation. This is to re-
introduce competition and local
production into the marketplace.
The more locally food is produced,
the more certain the consumer can
be of its origin and production
methods. This is also much more
sustainable requiring less transpor-
tation.

Most do not know that Agricul-
ture is the largest segment of our
economy. Meat production is the
largest segment of Agriculture.
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Consumers must stand with
farmers and ranchers insisting that
Congress pass legislation to label
beef and pork products accurately
as to their country of origin. (Known
as MCOOL).

The Beef Checkoff program is a
fee charged to producers on a per
head basis. It was purported to im-
prove beef sales and help produc-
ers and consumers alike. Since its
inception, over 200,000 independ-
ent family type cattle producers
have gone out of business.

See
onh page 2
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! Consumers must insist that the
ocm (continued from page 1) AMP Actis included in the new Farm
This loss introduces more con- Bill. Over the years, OCM has fought

traction in supply, opening the door to for a marketplace that serves both
imports controlled by the big 4 meat  Consumer and Producer. However, it

fBM ./l/lem&e'w packers. has become quite clear, that the polit-

There are other maladies plagu-  ical and market power of the consum-
PRESIDENT ing meat production. They effect er is critical to success. OCM mem-
TAYLOR HAYNES transparency and the soundness of
LARAMIE, WY the system. They are addressed in the
\;I:CI:IEEPSEEEETN; Ri\;v(ﬁﬁ/:’;uAl:)ﬁe & Meat Production tation regarding the 2023 Farm bill
BREWSTER, KS and the items discussed in this note.
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JERIKA BRUMBELOE
GERALDINE, AL

JOAQUIN CONTENTE
HANFORD, CA November hopefully found everyone well and able to enjoy some
family time over Thanksgiving! | was asked by Pat Craycraft our Office
RO LIS Manager to write a short note for the newsletter. So, | will try!

LAKE CITY, MN
It has been a great honor to serve as a board member with this great
TOM DIERKS group of well-rounded thinkers and leaders. Our founder Fred Stokes had
Lt e asked me to help years ago to serve on the board and help reunite this
VAUGHN MEYER organization. | have always had a very good relationship and understanding
REVA, SD with Fred and many others about the issues we face in this world with
S TG “COMPETITON AND COMPETITIVE MARKETING". | find that it has been
OMAK. WA another real challenge but worthwhile.
To those of you who are members WE cannot thank you enough! WE
MIKE WEAVER

FORT SEYBERT, WV need you, your llnput and help flnanIC|aIIy to keep going. Cost for everythlng
seems to be rising way faster than income. We are fortunate to have Mike
DAVID WRIGHT Eby as our CEO. This man works 24/7, 365 for this organization. Please talk
EWING, NE to Pat about making some donations that will keep the messages coming and
this organization on the right path. This current board has been a pleasure to

Speciae Uduvisern te the Boarnd  serve with since we all are from different areas and business models.

FRED STOKES We have several issues ongoing with OCM leading the way. Our
PORTERVILLE, MS work on Dairy, Poultry, Pork, Beef, and business have been eye opening. We
met at the convention this year with Affiliated Wholesale Grocers and have
Stﬂ# some real possibilities to expand markets and opportunities for producers
from all levels. Mike Eby and Deborah Mills have been busy with the Dairy
Mike Eby issues front and center. Mike has also been involved with a friend of mine
Beaurive Diceassr who involved in a business that has a process to utilize meat packing plant
Gordonville, PA - 717-799-0057 offal rather than landfilling it. This ads value and profit back to those who can
meby@competitivemarkets.com doiit.
Pat Craycraft See oh Page 3

Office Manager

Lincoln, NE - 402-327-8390 All author 's posi-
pcraycraft@competitivemarkets.com
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... {(continued from page 3)

We have been preparing to launch a new legis-
lative bill for 2023 that has been taking about 8 months
of weekly meetings to draft and put together. The group
we are working with is the TAPPPS group (Texas Ani-
mal Protein Producers Prosperity and Security Group)
and this group is national. We have reinvigorated ideas
in this new bill called the AMP Act (Agricultural Market-
ing Protection Act). We have many sections that en-
compass most everything we all work for, and we are in
hopes that we can get the legislators to accept this re-
form bill as presented when the time comes. ltis solid,
based with decades of data and factually correct. We
could restore competition and competitive markets with
this piece of legislation in short order. A few sections
that are of high importance are 1. Mandatory Country of
Origin Labeling. 2. Packers and Stockyards. 3. Meat In-
spection. 4. Checkoff transparency reform. 5. Cattle
Market Protection. 6. Price Reforms in the cattle market.
7. Food and Agribusiness Merger Moratorium and Anti-
trust Review Title. 8. Meat and Poultry Special Investiga-

tor Title. For those that know me | have said that there
are two bills that could change business overnight and
not disrupt commerce. 1. MCOOL and 2. A Ban on
Packer Ownership, Feeding or Control for more than 7
days. January 1, 2023, that could be put on the books
and reinstate competitive markets overnight by these
two items.

In closing, we have been working on funding
with a grant writer and we NEED your help and financial
support. WE need members and supporters! Spread
the word and ask your neighbors to join us! We have so
many issues here and abroad that it is going to take
everyone to step up and get involved. Please let Pat or
Mike hear from you and you can also contact your 2022
President of OCM, Mr. Taylor Haynes!!

Mike Schultz
419 Sixth St., Brewster, Ks.
Email: mdaw@st-tel.net Phone: 785-462-1447

“Great spirits have always encountered violent opposition
from mediocre minds!” ~ Albert Einstein

NN o
—MAKING A

The 2022 Year is ending soon.

Please consider OCM as a tax deduction donation this year.

| would like to make a 2022 Donation to OCM TODAY!
All donations to OCM are recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)3 non-profit tax deduction.
Your support and donation can MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, ZIP CODE EMAIL

DONATION AMOUNT

Please send your donation to: OCM, P. O. Box 6486, Lincoln, NE 685086, OR pay by debit or credit card online through

our secure, online system, at

Thank you.

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2022



17t

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2022 4



The U.S. Department of Agriculture has pro-
posed to strengthen the Packers and Stockyards Act by
defining and clarifying their authority under the act to
protect farmers and ranchers from abuses by meat pro-
cessors and poultry integrators.

The first proposals by this administration were
released several months ago and the comment period
has expired. This set of proposals deals with fairness is-
sues with the major one being the so called
“tournament system” under which poultry integrators
pay their farmers, typically called growers, for raising
their chickens.

Under that system growers are forced to com-
pete for their pay against all other farmers whose flocks
are processed the same week as theirs. The travesty of
that situation is that growers are forced to compete for
their pay based on inputs from the company which they
have no control over, those being the chick quality and
feed quality. The industry’s own studies have shown
that chick and feed quality are as much as 97% of mak-
ing a good chicken. If the company sends you bad qual-
ity chicks and/or bad quality feed, you cannot possibly
make a good chicken out of it.
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Beef and pork farmers and ranchers are faced
with similar situations wherein packers dictate what
they will be paid for their animals, delay processing
which can cost farmers considerably more to feed the
animals and impose other retaliatory measures on those
who speak out about their abuses.

Under the Obama administration similar “rules”
were proposed but nothing implemented. At the elev-
enth hour as the administration was leaving the
Whitehouse two rules similar to what is currently pro-
posed were released as proposed rules but were never
implemented.

USDA and the Whitehouse need to do their job.
We have been through this once with great hope and
expectation on the part of farmers and ranchers and
nothing happened. The USDA was set up by President
Abraham Lincoln for the benefit of and to help inde-
pendent farmers not giant multi-national poultry and
meat processors.

President Biden and USDA it is time to put up
or shut up on this issue!
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Lincoln, NE 68506

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

MISSION STATEMENT
"Keeping the spirit of Teddy Roosevelt, the original monopoly buster, OCM strives to foster
and recreate food production locally, providing Consumers truly transparent "Farm to plate”
food systems in communities across America. OCM’s actions will stimulate local commerce
while making food availability and food safety more certain.”
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